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- ss "mon apet 8, 1925, my nother and eater bed eat 
| e | prepared to ieeve my hone end eountry for the now lami a4 

i _amerieay that we heé all read and heard about. ‘Ther pot 
“Live, you ere happy ené you can beeone ee alls 


7 “This above éeeision of mr parents vas due. oe 
‘to the feet shat the war me Still coiling ons’ two of 


J te at 


vrethers had boen reported Killed in ection, end I too woul 
have to go $0 wer soon. | oe 


*f yas seventeen years os eee when I left ay ‘perents, the 
nist wes ¢014 and rainy, ay spirits were Low; but with ay 
Lorine parents bidéing me good=by I just hed to all whers 
they wished me to so. [ had very Little money with me, but 


started on foot and traveled 8 epeat deal on the highways : 
at night #111 I renehed the segport of Birs, Russias It ~ 
took. me 2 Lone time to get here, as I wes alware in fesr 
, of some military suthority getting me. a; 
2 aps aie eee fineliv et peesare On @ cattle boat tant wes 
a  @oing to Ireland, end i worked for ny eteerace, Mite 
Be aa The trip to irelené wes very pleasent, ; a 2. 
a SS always in fear that our boat would be ‘gunk. | ioe 
a7 (te had narror escapes, but final ly renehed 
es See Ae soon es I resched trelend, I was y 


"4 oot on another dost that was ie to | hi Bes € 
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of Mexico, that entire trip ses a horror. Ye alesys ran inte 
storms, hurricanes end with the poor condition of the ship, 

* I yet cen not see how we reached Mexico at all. 

"2% did not Linger in uexies very long, for i @i¢ not 
like the peaplee I soon hired mytelf out to en Amer tean 
fishing boat that was fishing ia tnat area, and heard they 
vere soins to San Diero, California. After two veoke of 
fishing, I veé finally lerded in Sen Diego, Califorvie. I 
Was very guch thrilled with the country, so richt avay i 
ecxmenced to build my hopea for a new hone here. | 

“I tried hard to cet a job in San Piero, but for o Long 
time I was unable as L eould not speek Unglishe Finelly, i 
ept a jod as a gerege attendant at alcht; the work vas 
easy, the tise was mings I issediateliy oom-enced to read — 

- end write the English lensuewe, ag t boucht some simple 
books. After six monthe of thie work end as my Encligh in 
proved I got e Gay job with better eaves, I soon went to an 
enutomobile athool, and commenced to learn shout machicery, 
after several months I knew 9 little about beine an muto 
mechani. eit m : 
| "T was getting slong fine anf seving ny money. ending 
sone to ay perents, clweys writing to them whet a wondsrful. 
place this ws, and how easy it was to make friends. 
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"I was now at the age of twenty-one and doing well by 
myself, for I owned a gerage of my own. I iumedistely made. 


e@pplication for ay first citizenship papers end wes proud to 


@o SOe I certainly vas glad when fivally I reo¢ived ny 
fine) papers, end now I eu & fall fledged Amer L@ane fis py 
ené thankful for getting into this country. 

"The next four years i prospered sreatly, and mon I 
wre te sy parents $0 cone herée They ere all with me at. 
present, thanking God they ere in thie country of such 
opportunity for everybody. 

"i am now heppily married and have tvs children. 

“I have no fcar for the future even tho ve went thru 
& trying oppression snd éepression. 

*I am heppy to be em american Citizen". 
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They first came to Fresno, where Mr. Azar got a posi- 
tion again as linotype printer. But in 1928, they decided 
to come te San Francisco, because Mr. Agar was dissatis- 
Lied with his work as he wasn't getting enough salary. 
Here too, at first, he worked with different firms in the 
printing business. When they first came they had some 
hardships. Mr. Agar's wife had to go through quite a se- 
rious operation. After she got better, she learned how to 
make neckties. At first she worked in the factory, but 
now she brings the work home, whenever she can get it. 

A few years ago, with their savings, they were able 
to start a private printing shop. At first the work was 
very slow, but they kept up. They were not discouraged. 
Now their business is getting better day by day, because 
Mr. Agar is prompt and tries to give satisfaction. to his 
patrons» His wife helps him too in her spre time. For 
them, the depression ee passed. They are on the road to 
success. After many years of hard struggle, Mr. Agar is 
his om boss ani has his own tasiness. 

They are both loyal citizens. And they are happy and 
satisfiel. The oly misfortune is that they are not bless- 
ed with children. They are both kind and sympathetic and 
try to help their friends. Because they have been through 
many difficulties, they understand the hard conditions of 
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others and try to help then. 
Mr. Agar's brother-in-law lives in San Franciscose He, 


? GmA— 
too, is a good citizen. He is married a1804 ané he takes 


Gare of his old father. 

Me. Agar and his wife consider themselves very fortu- 
nate to live in this beautiful, safe country, which is good 
in all its aspects. ” 
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Nichirenism is a name given to the teachings of Hichi- 
ren, the founder of the Nichiren seet of Buddhism, which 
cover every phase of human activi ty--mental end spiritual. 
fo start with, this faith is founded on Hokekyo, the Sadhar- 
_‘ma-Pundarika, the last of the Iaws preached by Lord Buddha. 
in the Sadharma~-Punderika, the Yaster dispenses with his ac- 
customed expedients a@ devices, each calculated to carry 
home the truth of his doctrine to the crowd of believers, ac-_ 
cording to their mental capacity to grasp the meaning of his 
“preachings. Seturnlly, Metaphor! abiund in the sermons, out 
ef which grew his Seriptures. 

In the Hokekyo, he lays bare the foundations, as well as 
the framework of his teachings; accordingly it is a direct ap- 
peal or rather a revelation of his doctrines, which he had 
built up during the long cour se of his ministrations as Nyo- 
val (Tathagata). I% eukvesed & period of nearly forty years, 
and it is fondly computed by the teachers of Buddhism that 
the Lord has as many as 84,000 Laws or Sutras. <A well-known 
authority on the subject divides the period into five sec- 
tions -- the period during which the enormous amount of teach- 
ings were undertaken by Him nd end all this is believed to be 
eomprised into eight teachings. ‘he Hokekyo transcends all 
these eight teachings, and stands independent of them. it is 
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named Daigo (literally, refined milk, i«@s essence) of the 
Ultra-eight superceding the eight teachings that have been 
referred to in the basiunitias 

In the last eight years of his ministrations, Lord 
Buddha preached the Hokekyo. He owns thai hitherto there 
were "fhree Vehicles" in his teachings, that is to say, he 
adopted three kinds of ways or contrivances to win over the 
ebouks. & vehicle signifies the netned cf enprying the exep~ 
tical from the boundary of doubtfulnees to the opposite | 
shore of complete faith. The sum total of the Hokekyo teach- 
ings is that Buddhahcod is open to all living creatures. 
Those who believe in and practise it, attain to Buddhahood; 
society is a body of those who preetise it: the spiritual 
world is one where the spirits of Buddha manifest themselves; 
every ordinary man or woman stands as much chances as the 
Buddha himself to understand the iruth and be a pert of it 
hinself. 
In Hekekyo Lord Buddha says that his lawe have stood 
long, and now the necessary truth mist be preached -- which 
truth he did yweeach in Hokekyoe Purthemore, he foresaw the 
aiffieuliy of spreading his censhines after his death, and 
Hokekyo was to a large @xtent to previde for that. lLichiren 
read the Hokekyo scriptures with an amazing accuracy, and, 
believing himself the chosen instrument for conducting the 
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sempaign, started a vighous movement to spread the Hokekyo 
teachings at a time when Japan was spiritually ruled by 
other sects of Buddhism. ala of these Buddhist sects more 
or less based their faith on the imginative creatures or 
figures of Lora Buddha, in@ulged freely in metaphysical al- 
legories, ani taught salvation by trusting to Buddha, whose 
ommipotent attributes were able %o cover the multitude of 
sins of human beings | 

Such an exposition of Buddhism made it appear as if the 
sufferings and sacrifices made by the Teacher were enough to 
redeem the sins of all generations of mankind. THichiren 
frowmmed upon this easy going form of faith, end spurned any 
and a1] attempts at half hearted measures.» He taught the im- 
portence of individual efforts, in order to secure salvation 
along the lines of moral excellence preached by the Teacher, 
apart from a mere trust in him and his virtues Moreover, he 
taught the democracy of the faith, and every oné was On an 
@qual footing before it, priest or layman. 

Like every other reformer he too was mde the object of 
hatred, ridicule and of perseoution ati the hands of opponents 
of his faith, bt each tine he made miraculeus escapes which 
were attributed by Nichiren's followers as acts of bivine in- 
tervention. Now for Nichirenism, firet of all, he teught the 
value of stremuous life. He would have his followers never 
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eease fighting against the decline of faith, or for anything 
@lse calculated to uphold good order and efficiency. His 
followers believe that Nichiren's life was but a reflection 
of the Hokekyo, or an incarnation of that law itself. Pur~ 
thermore, 1% is a common belief among the Nichiren followers 
thet Hokekyo gave nourishment to the spirit taal life of the 
Japanese people for many centuries in the pest, and helped 
the Oriental civilization to & great extent. 

When Nichiren started on his new mission of converting 
the Japanese people to the Rekslere. he took an oath, consiét- 
ing of three articles of feith. They are: (1) I will be the 
pillar of Japan; (2) I will be the eyes of Japan; (3) I will 
be the great ship of Japam. To understand those oaths, it 
ig necessary to realize that Nichiren was burning with patrioc- 
tiam whieh concerned itself vi th devotion to the cause of his 
country, its welfare and preareate It is an adoption of 
Buddha's sayings, and the name of Japan was substituted for 
that of the world as in the original. Hichiren's oath sounds 
egotistic, tbat the real meanine becomes plain when it is 
known that he intended to make Japan the central point from 
which to spread Buddha's grapel in the eorla, and to bring 
all the countries on to the right path. 

This is especially noteworthy in that Buddhism is pre- 
served todsy in Japan in its most perfect form, not alloyed. 
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Again, Japan is a country vere all forms of religious be- 
liefs are tolerated and yractiee, therefore she is in the 
best position to adjudge correctly Budéhisn's transcendance 
over all other religions. Japan, owing to her geographical 
sijuation, should strive hard to make herself the fesding 
bed for it, and thence to distribute the ripe seeds. More- 
over, Japan's is the mos$ conveniently methodical develop-~ 
ment of the Bufdhist faith, therefore the full establish- 
ment of the Hokekyo oreed thane means the spiritual conquest | 
of the world in the enl. 

Buddha's prophecy abou’ the finding of méans tc propa- 
gete his feith, together with hia injunction thereupon, ap- 
plies to Japan. Sueh being the ease, the neme of Japan in 
Hichiren's conzth should be reed in the sense of the whole world 
es in the Sanskrit original » 

His three articles of feith «pillar, eyes and the ship-- 
form the subjects of every exposition. Eis followers believe 
in them. But in a pithy way, the plllar stends for the colum 
of central strength end wisdom, the eyes for illumination of 
the Universe and exposing of evils, and the ship means the 
carrying of faith from one shore to another or conveying the 
skeptical to the shore of enlightennent. 

Nichiren wrote some expository books on the essence of 
his espoused creed, Hokekyo.s Among them, the two --Kaimoku 
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Sho and Kanjin Hozon Sho-- stand unrivalled for the catho- 
iicity of his purpose, and incidentally they give real in- 
sight into the construction and working of the Hokekyos 1¢ 
presses the stress on the necessity of fighting and overeon- 
ing ali the obstacles there are in this world for the attain- 
ment of the object, nemely, spreading the Hokekyo teaching, 
which in a broad sense applies to wen aeffairee Van is ree 
minded of the ever-present obstacles aheed in fighting and 
he must not lose couragee It is this characteristic of the 
Heokekyo which has made its followers the most militant of 
all Buddhist sectarians. 7 

Bud@hism produces ennui, so declare some of the Vestern 
scholarse But in Japan the contrary is the case. Many draw 
inepiration from it -- soldiers, scholars and businessmen. 
The truth is thet the creed hse been taught in its most moré- 
ant and energetic form, and itc idea, confarming with the Ja- 
pemese conception of uattonal wiity and benevolence, has not 
been unfruitful of good results. 

At any rate, Nichiren presented Sudchism in a new form 
vastly different from that which administered to the vanity 
of the powerfal elasses, and catered to their caprices. He 
called his teachings the Correct Law, and it soon acquired a 
large number of adherents. It is exactly 678 years ago that 
he proclaimed for the first time the famous prayer, "Nemmu 
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Myo Ho Renge “yo" (Glory of the Law of Lotus Flowers) at 
Kiyosumi, Boshu, facing the _— morning sun overlooking 
the wide lucifice His name “Nichiren" is taken from the 
Sun (Uichi) and Lotus (Rem) « A great temple ig built in. 
his honor at it. linobu, the stronghold of the Nichiren 
sect. Besides, there is a university, Riesho College, for 
taining young priests, the brightest of whom, it is con 
templated, will be sent abroad some day as missicuaries 


for Spreading the Buddha's gospels, eiter being prepared for 


the task at the institute. 

There are over $90 books o treatises written by hin, 
ell in connection with his areed, proving he was quite an 
intellectual. Richiren at first studied the Shingon sect 
and later on the Tengai sect &t Mie Hiyei near Kyoto. He 
died at the age of sixty ome. ‘The totel number of Nichiren 
temples in Japan is about 3,700 of which mumber forty five 
ce so are head Semples, a11 subordinated to the head temple 
at MG. Kimobue The law in force makes it impossible to 
build any more temples ox to abolish the ones aiready built; 
thie law applies also to ell sects of Buddhism. 


St« Nighiren is one of the greatest religious leaders 
Japan has ever produced. His untold sufferings and priva- 
tions coupled with his daring spirit have left an indelible 
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Mark upon the history of the Japanese peoples lven after 
the lapses of over 650 years his teachings are held as a 
great guiding star to which masses tur their eyes in their 
moments of trouble. ; | 

fhe Nichiren sect is not only the sect that believes 
in the Hokke Suira dui no other sect puts greater stress — 
thereon as does the religion founded by this gront leaders. 
But the Nichiven sect has proved & great practical religion 
@hiefly because it is based — the bread sonception of the 
world and the State, conespts of which ase found in abund- 
ance in Gis writingse Iu fact, "hasmony between eaclesias- 
tical and secular law" and the “unity of all nations under 
the Great Sulva" have been bhe guiding doctrines of this 
S@Gie li was the great asytiation of Sts Kichiren to Carry 
 @at his teachings throughout the entire globe, in order 4o 
bring about universal peace and blesaing to umnkind. ‘fo do 
this, he thought the epixitend. salvation of his native coun- 
tyy was the first siep. 

Because of the stress St. Nichiren placed ou his patrio- 
tie ubterances and enteavors » S0m@ ave apt to believe that his 
sect is based on a narrow ne blonalisi. Gat nothing is further 
fvom the truth. His nati onaLion was @ gtep towards interna- 
tionaliam whieh forms tae foundation of this greats doctrine. 
in-view of the general im@tabillty in the world of thought, 
this seems the opportune time for Nichirenism. 
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The principal cogtrine of Nichiren, as expounded by 
him in his preachings and writings, is aimed at comecting 
Buddha's original enlightenment with all living beings. 
| ‘The doctrine contains the spirit of the Hokke Sutra and 
is the philosophy of all philesophies. As it is manifested 
in all living beings and not compressed into any system or 
theory it is difficult to explain the doctrine. However, 
to give a digest of it briefly, the doctrine my be divided 
into the following three pointe for the sake cf convenience; 

i ~- Man's present boay is Buddha's body. (There is no 

Buddha outside of the human mind.) 

Be~ This world is Buddha's world. (There is no holy 

world outside our material world.) 

G -« Human passions ar@ enlightenment. (There ig no 

holy perception outside owr worldly desires.) 


First (A) Thesis Explanation 
Buddha, Paradise, and Enlightenment are within the pare- 
ly spiritual boundary, whereas Humanity, vorld, and Passions 
ave within the immore Sian « The comparison between the 
- $wo is like between white and blaek or medicine and poison. 
Why does there exiat such an opposition? Here is an illustra- 
tion. This opposition may be compared to the two opposite ac~ 
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tions of morphine. Morphine is a strong deadly poison but 
when injected in a right amount, into a person suffering from 
some specific sickness, it is the best conceivable modicine. 
Thus, morphine is a good medicine at one time and a deadly 
poison at other times. in both cases, the same substance, 
morphine, is used. 

The same thing is seen iu the Hichiren doctrine. Buddha's 
enlightenment is hidden in our minds and is covered with pas- 
sions' clouds; and when the clouds are dispelled, enlighten- 
ment will reappear in us- it controls our minds just in the 
same manner as the light of a candle produced from a stick 
of candle shines upon external objects. Buddha's enlighten- 
ment is concealed in our minds as gold is contained in min- 
e¥al ores. The existence of gold is only recognized by the 
miner whether its color be bright or dark, but to ordinary 
eyes it is not recognized because it is not dazzling. There 
are the following ten werlés according te the doctrine of 
Nichiren: . 

1. Buddha's world, which is created when virtue and wis- 

dom have been fully manifested. 

@e Bodhisatiiva's werka, which comes into being when one 

can save both himself and others. 

3. Engaku's world, which unfolds itself when one saves 

only himself through his perception of twelve causes 
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of human vicissitudes. 

4. Shomon's world, which comes into being when one 
saves himself only through the perception of our 
Gauges. | 

5. Deva's world, which ocus into being when one (ego) 
enjoya pleasure. } 

6. Human being's worl, which comes into being when one 
acts well for gocdness' sake. 

7. Ashura's world, vihioh comes into being when one acts 
well for the sake of one's own fame and interests. 

8. Beast's world, vhich is ereated when one is a perfeot 
fool ami is not ashamed of it. 

9. Freta's world, vhich comes into existence when one is 

| covetous and sordid. 
10. Devil's world, which comes into existence when one is 
lawless and hard-hearted. 


When Buddha's world (mamely Noe 1 world) appears in the 
mind of a human being (Nos 6 world) just for a moment, it is 
called a momentary Buddha; if the act of beneYolence continues 
for a dey, it is called day Buddha; if for a year, it is called 
year Buddha; if forever, it 4s onllea eternal Buddha. Although 
we are humans, we can be Buddhe of some kind. Therefore, there 
is no Buddha outside human beings. When Devils' Buddha (No. 10 
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world) appears in the mind of aman (Hoe 6 world), he is 
called an infernal being. When & buman being world (Ho. 6 
world) appears in the mind of an infernal being (No. 10 
world) it is called a human being. (Other worlds are omit- 
ted). Thus, when Buddha's world (No. 1 world) is acting on 
the surface, the other nine are concealed inside the Buddha's 
world. Zach of the ten states contains another nine. 


Second (B) Thesis Explanation 

A momentary Buddha, a aay Buddha, or a year Buddha ig 
discovered among human beings « When we recognize ourselves 
as such, Buddhas are Qiscovered among human beings. when we 
recognize ourselves as such Buddhas, ow human world is 
transformed into Buddha's world; when we discover ourselves 
as éternal Buddhas, our present world will become the Para-~ 
dise of all the Buddhas, which illuminate 14 with a Glorious 
Light, without being removed from the presont world. Always 
does the condition of the world follow the mind of human be- 
ings. A happy mind pro@uces a happy world; a sorrowful mind 
produces a grievous country; a holy, pure mind produces a 
glorious, blissful world. 


Third (C) Thesis Explanation 
A voot of beautiful lotus blossoms takes nourishment 
from mad underneath. The mud is dirty and the lotus is beau- 
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tiful, tut the beautiful flower cannot bloom without the aid 
ef filthy md. The lovely chrysanthemum is also nurtured by 
filthy marmre. When we deck at them with our physical eyes, 
we find the flower to be beautiful and mud or munure extrene- 
iy dirty, but when we see with our mental eyes with Buddha's 
enlightenment in them, they exe both beautiful. Why? Bee 
cause the Great, Eternal and Natural Iaw (Myoho, the truth 
of Buddha or the life of Hokke Sutre) only exists in differ- 
ent forms, in different mines » in space and tine. The late 
Arehbishop Arai once said; “fhe present world is the world 
of Buddhas and of Glorious Light, and men are unconselous of 
the Paradise into which they have already actually entered. 
Their minds being thus conTused, they give reins to the four 
passions of avarice, anger, folly and pride, ani find them- 
selves in the painful regions of birth, o1d age, disease 

and death, so that they are obligea to pass through a series 
of transmigrations in the world of evils, which is ever a 
prey to Great Fire in times past, present and future..." 


The chief object of worship in the Hichiren sect is the 
great "“Mandara", which is the symbolical representation of 
Buddha and the Truth, both of which are embodied in «- visible 


form which constitutes the focus and epitome of the whole doc- 


trine. In the central point of the “Mandara" is inscribed 
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_ the cheracters “Nam Mygho Ren Gekyo" which is the extract 
ef all the Sutra by Sakamuni ant the condensation of all 
things of the universe with the substance of enlightenment. 
Other characters on either side of these words are seprated 
from the principal Myoheo. 

Nichiren was asked this question: "What is the real 
substance of the Iokke sutrat" His answer was; "It is no- 
thing other than a human being, who, born of human parents, 
believes in the Hokke Sutra". inéeed, all things and all 
phenomena are ceaeclessly reflected on the “Mandara". If 
one sits and faces the "Mandara”, he sees his own mind re- 
flected therein, and wili find the enlightenment of his own 
mind joined to the original enlightenment. Simultaneously, 
he discovers in his body the source from which all things 
and all phenomena in the external world have risen. if one 
should be sagacious and possess @ good nature and firmly be- 
lieve in the doctrine, he will be transformed into the ori- 
ginal Buddha's world immediately « | 

On the importance of reciting the Daimoku, the Fichirén 
prayer, the areat founder quotes: “When «a bird sings in « 

- Gage many other birds will sing and fiy down from the sky 
upon the cage and when the birds are Singing outside the cage, 
the bird inside will also sing, hoping to eseape from the 
cage. When we repeat the Daimoku loudly our enlightenment . 
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will appear from our immer sels at the calling". Though 
one be uneducated and ignorant, if one should repeat that 
prayer in one's heart earnestly, one will attain the state 
of Buddhahood. . 

Im explaining "Deimoku”, an understanding of the mean- 
ing of the words "Nama-my oho-rengekyo" -~ the nucleus of the 
Nichiren religion -~ is necessary « there are seven charas- 
ters. Explaining individually, the first characters, Na and 
Mu, both mean absolutely and unconditionally entrusting or 
committing oneself to the wi 2 or disposal of another. In 
this instance it means to the other five following charac- 
ters. The third letier is Myo and that means miraculous, 
nysterious or supernatural . | Ghe fourth letier is Ho, mean- 
ing law; therefore the two eharacters together mean, law of 
miracles, or the law of God, or the unexplainable phenomena 
of nature. For instance, the whys end hows of earth, heaven, 
the universe, the cycle of the four seasons, electricity, 


medicine, life, d@eath -- we know a little about them, but 


never completely understand. ‘he next two characters mean 
Ren = lotus, Ge - flower, or lotus-flower; the lotus-flower 
is a queer plant, it seeda end flowers at the same time. In 
Japanese it is called Kei-ka-@oji. ‘ihe lotus is considered 
the purest and cleanest of flowera. Strangely, it grows in 
very dirty, muddy waters. The last character is Kyo, mean- 
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ing Scripture. Therefore, the Deimoku consiste of the 
above words and meaning. 

Myoho rengekyo is believed by many to represent the 
"Seripture of the Lotus". thet is a misunderstanding. Myo- 
ho rengekyo is the universal eternal life, therefore it is 
the origin of alis There may be Fast, Preacnt and Future 
Buddhas, but at the origin of these there must be the abso- 
lute and eternal true Buddha, whieh is Hokekyo, the origin. 
There have been questions as to the reason why some pray to 
Buddha in the name of Amida Nyorai, end why those of the Ni- 
chiren sect followers pray "Haca-my cho-rengekyo” » and not 
distinetly one. 

lyoko Pongekyo is the ortgin of eternal truth. As an 
example, we all mow the riddle of "Which comes first, the 
Shicken or the egg?"; if there is a chicken there is an egg 
and if there is an egg, a dhiskens if there weren't any chick- 
en there wouldn't be an ay end vice vorsa. in the same vay 
if there weren't a Hotouke (eternal Buddha} then there wouldn't 
be & Suddha ao anything elae. Therefore the Nichiren follow- 
ers believe in ityoho rengekyo as the true eternal original 
Buddha. who is he? That is unexplainable, but to uphole thet 
theory, wo have Buddha, who wan born into this world to main- 
tain that that theory is true; so believe the followers of 
Hichiren. 


Buddha lived some 5,000 years ago im india. Buddhism 
took root in India, Picueal in Chime and seeded in Japan. 
When nineteen years of age Buddha was ordained. At thirty 


he was convineed he was Buddha. From that time on, for 
fifty years he explainted and interpreted his doctrine to 


alle During his first forty two years he laid the founda~- 
tion atep by step, so that leter, when he was ready, and 


when the people were ready to understand, he may be able to 


explain that Hokekyo ie supreme and is the one which the 
people should keep. The others were just temporary, preli- 
minary steps to prepare the people for the Hokekyo Sutra. 
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A Gondensed Biography of St. Nichiren © 
for the purpose of studying the religion he set up 
{The Hokekyo or Nichirenisa) 


Nichiren stands out as the most picturesque and strik- 
ing figure in the history of Japanese Buddhism. The son of 
a Fisherman of Keminato, yeevines of Awa, this boy, destined 
to take his place in the ranks of the immortals, was born in 
the year 1222. In his youthful days he gave jroof of extra- 
ordinary intelligence, astonishing all by his sagacity and 
mature powers of reasoning. : At the age of eleven, he entered, 
as a pupil, the monastery of Seishoji near his home, where he 
remained studying his peligion until four years later, when 
he took the oath and assumed the name of Rencho (Lotus-Hter- 
mal). The next year the hey-prieat came to Kamakura, and con<- 
tinued a course of studies enter the distinguished divines of 
the capital for four yoares Then revisiting his native place, 
in the solitary mountains sdjeining the temple of Seishoji, 

_ this voluminous writer composed his first essays. 

Shortly afterwards, returning to Kamikura, he encountered 
@ Fenowmeé priest frou Kyoto, whom he accompanied to Hiyeizan 
=the ? Buddhist stronghold overlooking Lake Biwa--and remained 


there for eleven years absorbed in study end in contact with 
the most erudite ecclesiastics of the time. Among these was” 


the famous Chinese priest Doryu, who some five years later, 
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at the request of the Regent fokiyori, became Lord Abbot. 
The great young reformer profoundly devoted ninself to the 
study of his religion, and the fame of his scholarship ani 
epiritual asceticism began - be spread abroad. 

Ana now the time of probation was at an end. Nichiren, 
or Rencho, as he was still called, was Peady to enter the 
world as teacher, proselytiser.and founder of the sect. At 
the age of thirty-one (1253) he returned to his original 
temple of Seishoji, and there, in the silence and the inviol- 


- able seclusion of the mountain, entered into a period of pro- 


found fasting, mecditetion end prayere At daybreak, on the 
morning of the eighth day, the first rays of the rising sun 
pierced the mists of dam, gilding with their radiance the 
lonely figure knedlLing in spiritual ecstasy upon the wood- 
land peak. The saint arose and saluted the flood of golden 
light which illuminated the world as the symbol of his creed 
and ejaculated, with passionate fervour, the formula and watch- 
word of his sect which has been since repeated by countless 
millions of soulse : 

This dramtic moment was the birth of the Hokke Shu, of 
the Nichiren sect. Frou that time the saint went forth to 
wrestle with the souls of men, and to expound his doctrines 
as Nichiren, or “Lotus-of-the-Sun". 

His listeners construed his impassioned discourse as the 
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ravings of a madman ; Hichiren many times barely escaped frox 
their attacks without serious injury. However he was able 
te flee from his assailants and again repaired to Kamakura 
(which, at this tine, was the most important city of Japan) 
where he took up his abode in a straw hut in the part called 
Mateu-ga-yateu, Valley of Pine-needles. Heneeforth he de- 
voted the evenings to study and to the composition of his es- 
sayse During the daytime he emerged to preach his doctrines 
in the public thoroughfares, prociaiming himself with in- 
tense conviction as the only true exponent of the law, and 
as & divine messenger sent to bring salvation to mankind. 

A% that time the city of Kamakura was experiencing a 
succession of calamkties; earthquakes, tempests, inundations, 
pestilence, and a famine go nevere that human beings, as well 
as horses and animales, were dying of hunger wholesale, their 
bodies lying unburied by the roadside, Hichiren attributed 
this dreadful condition to the moral shortcomings of the 
yanic-stricken inhabitants, discovering in the scriptures 
prophecies of the woes that would overtake those who degraded 
the trw religion by their evil deeds and superstitions. This 
stormy priest was the first in the land to practise sectarian 
aggression. Until then the attitude of the various rival 
sects of Buddhism in Japan had been one of gentle tolerance. 
He was likewise the first to make use of this dramatic method 
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of promulgating his doctrines in public, and he warmly de- 
fended himself when told that street propaganda was dero- 

? gatory to the priesthood, reterting that it was necessary 
for the soldier upon the field of battle to take his food 
standing. Ail criticisms were silenced before his ready 
@loguence. The site osoupied by Nichiren for his sermons 
by the wayside is situated in the street running parallel 
to Hachiman. It is carefully preserved, being oclosed with 
a granite fence. ‘The central object is said to be the iden- 
tical stone upon which the reformer rested during his dis- 
courses. 

The doctrine so fierily promulgated was based upon the 
Punderika Sutra, the mysterious “Law of the White Lotus" 
whieh was the final teaching of Budihe, and whien, he as- 
serted, contained the fundamental mental essence and culmi- 
nation of all the former instructions classified under three 
heads: worship, jaw, and morals. fhe fierce intelerance 
end denounciation of all the former sects did not affect hin. 
He retorted that the scaffolding merely availed until the 
temple was built -- "Know ye that the Jodo is the road te 
Hell; the Zen, the teachings of infernal hosts; the Shingon, 
a heresy that will destroy the nation; the Ritsu, a deadly 
enemy of the landii"” 

Meanwhile, Nichiren was reaping « steady harvest of 
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followers and supporters, not only amongst the lower orders, 
but @ven men of high education, and distinguished Samurai 
were converted to his doctrines. One of his earliest import- 
ant believers was the Samurai Shijie Kingo, "the beloved 
disciple”, an ardent and faithful adherent who did his ut- 
most to supporsé and suecor the saint during his persecutions, 
even at the risk of his own life. The residence of this de- 
voted man subsequently became a small temple, and still exists 
near the Hase station, near Kamakura, as a memorial to his 
fidelity. | 

Obviously, Nichiren's sentiments aid not enhance his 
popularity with the other seetn; moreover, the sequence of 
severe calamities thet befell the city of Kamakura was attri- 
buted by poyalar superstition, to Nichiren's doing. He there- 
by incurred the general odium and uring his discourses he 
was not only insulted by words, but was constantly attacked 
by the mob, often returning to his dwelling covered with 
blood and wounds. But persecution little availed to daunt 
his heroie spirit; 1% is recorded thet he appeared to wel- 
come ill-usage and cruel treatment » and in an ecstasy would 
give thanks to the Almighty that he was deemed worthy to 
suffer a baptism of blood in the cause of the Almighty. In- 
deed, several of his disciples died a martyr's death while 
protesting their boloved master from the fury of his assail- 
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ants. 

In the year 1260 Wichiren had the temerity to present 
to the Regent Tokiyori (an avin’ follower of the Zen sect) 
his celebrated treatise "Rissho Ankoku Ron" (The Establish- 
ment of Righteousness and the Security of the Country), 
wherein plain language was used regarding the perilous con- 
@ition of the people and the futile attempts of their rulers 
to save them. Moreover it contained the prophecy that a 
forcign invagion was near at hand. in this essay the other 
sects of Duddhism ami their priests are severely condemned: 
"Woe unto themi They have aniseed the entrance into the gate 
that leads to the true Buddhism, and have fallen into the 
prisonhouse of the false teachings a® "They are fettered, 
entangled, bewildered. whither will their bling wanderings 
lead then?" 

This treatise not umnaturaliy had the effect of stirring 
up wrath and indignation on all sides «= the political powers, 
as well as the ecclesiastical faction, became open enemies of 
the new refarmer. lis hernitage was attacked and set fire to 
in the night, but Nichiren ons egein successful in eluding 
his foes, escaping on this occasion to the province of Shimosa. 
However the next year he was captured by command of the Regent, 
end as a disturber of the public peace was banished to ito in 
the province of lagu; * signpost still stands upon the sand- 
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 @unes of the Kamakura weal recording the fact that this 
famous priest started into exile from that spot. 

During the period of banishment, his activities con- 
timed unabated; the mumber of his followers was steadily 
increasing, and many books and essays were written. Shel~ 
tered in the hut of a poor fieherwen, of whose kindness he 
always cherished grateful memories, Nichiren remained in 
idzu for some two years. Vhen released he returned to Ka- 
makure to resume his propagenda. ‘The next few years were 
Spent in missionary journeys around the neighboring pro- 
vineoes, including a visit te his native place, where the 
prophet was again furiously attacked and again escaped” from 
death by almost a miracle. it is recorded that during these 
wanderings, in the forty-cighth year of his life, the saint 
ascended the snowy heights of Mount Fujiyama and buried upon 
the sacred mountain tne Hokke scriptures, copied by his ow 
hand. . 

in 1271. Nichiren was egain seized as an offender against 
the public peace, this time at the instigation of the various 
other sects of Boddhiem--and wes sentenced to be executed at 
Katase, the village upon the mainland opposite the island of 
Wnoshima. Ag an example, the pris mer was mounted upon a 
horse and carried around the streets of Kamakura by his guards 
before proeseding to the place of execution. Arriving at 


Katase in the dead of night, many of his sorrowful disciples 
and gonyerts assembled, weeping by the roadside, to take a 
last farewell. The devoted Shijio Kingo, with his brothers, 
led the horse's bridle, accompanying their beloved master 
into the valley of death with every expectation of laying 
dowm their owm lives at the sane time » 

According to the well~known popular tradition, the scene 
that followed was dramatic in the extreme. Nichiren, ineess- 
antly repeating the scriptures, knelt upon the rope-mat ed 
bared his neck to receive the fatal stroke of the executioner. 
A& that moment, as the executioner brandished his eword on 
high, a sufden crash of thunder shook the earth; the sky was 
lit up, and from the bleck clowds « hissing stroke of lighten- 
ing shattered the uplifted sword into three pieces, paralyz- 
ing the arm of the executioner, end stumning all. This mira- 
culcus demonstration being naturelly construed as a merk of 
divine wrath, a messenger was sent at once to report to Kema- 
kura whet hed occurreds However, the previous night, a hea-~- 
venly being had appesred to the Regent in a dream, warning 
him not to slay the captive priest; & reprieve had already | 
been dispatehed. The two mensengexs met at a small beach and 
exchanged messages. ‘The beach, to this day, bears the name 
of Yukiaigawa, or "River of Meeting". 

An interesting and important temple was erected at xatase 
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in close proximity to the site of the execution ground. im 
it various relies of the Saint are prescrved: this is Ryu- 
koji, or "femple of the Dragon's Mouth". Nearby is the 
@mall dark save, wherein Nichiren was imprisoned while await- 
ing his doom. ‘These events took place on September 12th, in 
1271. Every year, as the ammiversary recurs the temple pre- 
Ginets are thronged with crowds of defotees, who arrive the 
previous dey in large parties. end decorated processions 
from far and near to commemorate the miraculous deliverance 
of their beloved saint. They spend the whole night in a 
state of religions fervour worthy of their founder, loudly 
uttering the seripture of the "Lotus of Go@'a Law" to the 
incessant accompeniment of hand drums ané the keeping of 
rhythm with two pleces of resonant wood, a process which is 
absolutely deafening to those unused to these methods of at- 
taining salvation. | 

fhe Regent Tokimune, on this oceasion, transmuted Nichi- 
ren's sentences to bariteheent in the distant isle of [BGO | 
where, after a long and perilous journey, he arrived at the 
beginning of December, 1271. His only shelter was a dilapi- 
Gated hut, loeated in a bleak graveyard, where he experienced 
severe hardship. Moreover, his thin monk's habit of coarse 
hemp afforged but meagre protection against the deep snows 
ami icy winds of that rigorous climate. Harsh treatment and 
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attacks from his enemies accentuzted his forlorn and aban- 
donea condition. The dauntless spirit of the saint might 
soar above all trials end persecutions, but he oust surely 
have perished from gold and starvation during the long win- 
tex months had not rescue nt help come from unexpected 
quarters. | 

One might one of his opponents, apmed with a sword, ap 
proached the isolated hut with the intention of killing "the 
G@evile-ywiest".». Uichiren, kneeling upon the bare earth, wae 
reciting the seriptures. The intense sinoerity and nagnetie 
quelity of his voice arrested and affected his would-be slay- 
er to such an extent that the man experienced a complete 
change of heart, and became a faithful convert. with his 
wife he did all in his powsr 40 suecour and ameliorate the 
pitiful condition of the easteway. Many other converts were 
won by his impassioned oratory. Even in that wild and dis~ 
tent spot, Nichiren was abie to write many essays and to 
hold comnmication with his disciples ° 

Taree years later the exile was released and permitted 
to return to Kamrure. There he was accorded an interview 
with the Regent, to whom he expounded his doctrine, again 
warning him of the Sepenting attack on Japan by outsiders, 
which he prophesied would ocow not later than the samo years 
This prediction was verified, for a few months later (October, 
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1274) the first Mongolian attaek occurred, in which the 
{sland of fsushima, end Iki were devastated by the enemy and 
large numbers of Japanese acteters feli in battle. There- 
upon Nichiren's status <nbiveind a complete changes ‘thou- 
gands embraced the Hokke Shu, and the reformer’s triumph 
wae complete. A cherter vas conferred by the Regent grant- 
ing him full liberty in the promlgetion of his doctrines. 
Horeover, he was offered, by Tokimune, a temple and lands 

in Kemakure, but earthly glory held no attractions for this 
lefty soul, and now Nichiren's real greatness became evident. 
The world wae at his feet, but he renounced it, ané with a 
email band of followers, retired into the seclusion of a 
wild mountein (it. Kincbu). there, in a hut of the most aus- 
tere simplicity, he dedicated his remaining days to study of 
the seriptures and to the instruction of his disciples. 
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has been working at various trades. Since th epression he was working for 
bakery and eek he could not. get amen he worked in a cannery for as 

cents an hour. He says he has been on the verge of starvation several times. 
the last few years, He is not married. 

Pe Ge ieee hes Aa Hope nder King {smehsmeah. He remanbers the chil 

taken to school there in @ dump cart which ¥. fas held up by 3 raging torrent a 
by rain filling the ravines. nywhen I was 21," he said, "I told iy father | 

‘intended to come to the UeS. to see the Sights. I same and | 
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‘He came to this country seeking greater Opportunities. 


os . better here than in Italy but is. skeptical as to whether he is happier 
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. D. looked six months for a job before he finally 
at the Judson Steel Plant as a helper. .He had form | 
at the Peet Soap works. He came to this country ial 
Azores ten years ago and worked in the ship yards. He 
married and has three children. He says he has been h 
ali by the depression. He only gets fifteen dollars a wee : 
to support his family of ee: i) 
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she met ang American doughboy and mapeted him. She cam 
this country with her husband in 1980. Her oat ff: 
0 in the Parafine plant. They have one child. Vee aa 
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“HY Ni worked in the o11 fields at Vera Cruz for ry Ts oe 
concern. During a depression in the oil industry, he got se 
as fireman on a ship. After a few months of that he landed ~ 
in San Pedro. From there he went to Bakersfield wher he 4: a 
labor work. Finding he could not get ahead because of his — 
nationality he cawe to Oakland, and is now employed at thes 
Parafine Company. 
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v7 \ gs, R. was born in Jalisco, Mexico. Because of the revolutions hey, \ 
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\\ there making a livelihood precarious, he came to this country 


ai [oe atthe ege of 22. He has been working for nine years in the ke 


| Parafine company's plant. The depression has not affected himy 
}| much either way, he says. He ie married and has three children. _ 
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fe Mra, So ceume-to Oakland from Mexico City when she was 11 year 


8 
\ old. She attended school here and married when she was 16. 
\\\ They have two children. She says she can not remember much f ; 
+ about Mexico as she was so young when she left. Her husband | 
Tt 
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4g working for the Parafine Company. Although their living 
conditions are poor, they have a car and a radio and Mrs. B 
seems to be possessed of a hopeful attitude. ; 


ee 


Vv. B. was born in San Jose of Castillian Spanish parentage. 

His father was blue-eyed and fair-haired and the family has a 
tradition that they are descended from the Goths who over-ran 
Spain. He has worked at the Peet Soap works for eleven years. 


WW i present hé& is working in the laundry department. He is 


married and has one boy in high school and a daughter studying 


ee es ae ee born in Hawaii after the death of the king. He came i. 
By 17 here in 1926. He worked in the canneries for several weeks, 
. then got a job at Peet's Soap factory as a helper in the kettle 4, 


\W) room. He has been there ever since. He is married. He says 2, 
am he is better off under the NRA as he has shorter hours. Peet “th 
has restored the pay cuts taken from the employees a while back. 1°! 
| AE Sa See ; a 
¢. E. was born in the-Agores. “He came with his father i fx. 
New York state where they farmed vegetables for the New "York . ” 


cow puncher at the age of 15. Later they raised asparagus south 
of San Francisco. They made a trip to the Hawaiin islands to 
visit relatives then settled down at Berkeley. He has. been 
working at the Peete Soap works for three years. 


City markets. His father brough him to Arizona where he was oo 
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Subject: Hawattan, Austrtan,—Greek, Italian, Chinese, Greek . 


H awaiian 


He was born in Manila, P.I. He came to the United States in 
1922 and since his arrival here has done all kinds of work. Most of 
the work was in the fields in and around Imperial Valley, Californai. 


He received a slight bit of education in Manila but ran away 
and got a job 4s a cabin boy on a“round~the-world-cruiser “before he had 
time to spend much time in school. He Was a very hazy recollection of 
his father, who was supposed to be somewhere in California, He came to 
California intending to look him up, but never did find him. He was 
one fo six children, having three brothers and two sisters. Yince leav~ 
ing his native country he has never corresponded or gone back there. 


He has attended night school since living in the states so 
speaks @ very good English. He claims to have had all kinds of jobs, 
He first worked as a house boy and later on got a job as a chauffeur, 
He has always had some kind of a job and did not notice any effect of 
the depression, fhe last few years he has been able to save his money 
and has a nice bank account, Lately he has worked as Bell Boy in some 
of the leading hotels. He really paetees this last job because it brings 
him in contact with the best people. 


He is not married and has not had cares or worries of any kind, 
He has never corresponded with his family but someday hopes tofback and 
look them up. Figures he is an American citizen. “ : 
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Austrian 


He was born in Dumdrowa, Austria. His place of-tbirth is no 
longer Austira but is now, he thinks, part of Germany or Czechoslovakia, 
His father was a general merchant, dealing in various commodities. His 
chief occupation was that of an egg merchant, handling the products of 
all the small farms initthe vicinity. The parents had been born and 
raised in this small town so they were very well known and very well re~ 
garded. Regardless of this fact, his father was arrested twice while 
making trips to the city,: by the Secret Service. This reflected, not any 
suspicious actions of his father, but rather on the extreme vigilance 
of the Secret Police. 


There were six children in his family, five boys and one girl. 
The sister was the oldest and mrried and settled down in the twon of 
hers and her folk's birth, 


At the age of thirteen the young man in question. became a 
barbering and nursing apprentice. The two trades were evidently allied 
at th&t time. He served three years as an apprentice, receiving only 
his board and room as compensation, The next year was slightly better 
as he received $2. 50 a month, 


Meanwisile three of his brothers had gone to the United States 
and had made very good starts. <In 1895, just after his 18th birthday 
. he decided to come to the United States. There were several reasons 
that. prompted him to go, uppermost being the fact that the close wathe 
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of Government agents, which had twice embarrassed his father, got on 

his nerves. It was impossible to travel from one city to another neigh-~ 
boring one without papers and a notification of arrival if one wished 

to stay overnight. He had just reached the age of military training and 
saw in America a land free from the bothersome eyes of Government men. 


His port of entry was just outside of Baltimore, Maryland and 
he arrived on June 1. ‘he ship, VAldenburg, had a very rough trip and 
was sixteen days on the water. From Baltimore he went to Newport, Virginia 
and worked for four years in his brother's barber shop, 


-In 1901 after saving some money he went into the Saloon business 
and lost his money. His next job was in Atlantic City, New Jersey as the 
exclusive barber for the Illsworth Hotel. In 1904 he went to »%t. louis 
during the Fair, still following the barber trade. The next year, 1905 
he went to Portland and started a merchandizing and Linen concession, He 
stayed with it about a year and although he made no money he also lost 
none sO he figured he was ahead of the game. The following year he went 
back to St. Louis and after a short stay he went to Kansas City. from 
Kansas City he went to Chicago and then to Wisconsin working at the 

rbering trade a month or so in each, 


ews 

Gn 1907 the Naval Exposition was held in Virginia so he went 
back to New popt/land stayed, working occasionally in one of the barber 
shops. In 1908 for no apparent reason he came to the coast, opening his 
own barber shop on #, St, in San Francisco, He stayed there six months 
and then sold out at a profit. He used the money to go into the @andy 
business in Yanta Cruz and went broke in about three months, After the 
unsuccessful business venture he went back to San Francisco and Degan 
peddling portraits. He earned enough to finance his trip to the Seattle 
Exposition in 1909, There he obtained the rights of the exclusive fair 
grounds barber shop. 


Next he went back to Santa cruz and started in the cheap fur 
business, He knew nothing of the fur business but was determined to 
learn. In about six months he learned enough so he quit with still a 
little of his money left. 


He decided to. settle down so he bought a barber shop at Main 
and Market Street in San Francisco. To make his gay more definite he 
got married. About a year after his marriage he needed a change so he 
got a job as a traveling salesmng. in 1911 he went into the furniture 
business and stayed for four years, then he sold out to his ~wrtner and 
moved to Wichita, Kansas with his wife and their baby daughter. There he 
worked as'a shoe salesman for a short while, and then came back to the 
coast and went into the furniture business with his old pzertner, 


In 1916 he opened a pawn shop in “anta Cruz, but because of 
his wfies failing health they went to Los Angeles. He opened a novelty 
store in Los Angeles and stayed with it several months. As his wife's 
health did not improve they went back to Hutchinson, Kansas, woere he 
bought out a pawn shop. He stayed there for twelve years and in 1929 
he closed up his shop and came back to Berkeley so his daughter could 
attend the University of California. In Berkeley he opened a Barber shop 
and is still there. Although there are a few business ventures, he has not 
been in he is going to wait untid the fewocrats find the! corner. 
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The last two years he has made 75% less than he did in 1929 
and about 50% less than he did in the preceding years, 


He is a citizen of the United States having declared his inten- 
Gion on danding and receiving his first and final paper after a five year 


period, 
Greek |! q5 pas 


Born in Greece where most Greeks are born. He stead neers (5) re- 
fused mowever, to give anymore details of mis birth, either the place 
or the motice. His father owned a small plot of ground that occasion= 
ally passed scrutiny as a farm. 

He came over to this country fifteen years ago and landed in 
New York. The trip over took three weeks and was very rough and storsy. 
One particular night made hi¥nespecially sick because they had to stop 
for repairs and by loosing their spped they got the full benefit of 
the swells. . 


He had worked in the flower business in the old country but his 
first job in New York was in a factory. As the indoor life bothered him 
he started to peddlgé fruit with a pushcart. He never seemd to be able 
to make much more than a bare living in New York so in 1927 he went to 
Los Angeles. He obtained work there as a gardener but his pay was very 
mediocre. He also worked for awhile tending a flower stand. While he 
was in Los Angeles he met a girl from his native country. ‘She had come 
over just shortly after him but being a very intelligent, onal iat sort 
of person had obtained a very good foundation in American ways. They 
got married and moved to “an Francisco and stayed there about six months. 
He ae no good prospects so they moved to Berkeley and started a flower 
stand. For the past four years they have made a comfortable if not ex- 
travagent living. The wife, who is very healthy, robust appearing person 
handles all money matters while he handles the sales end. an 

Both like Berkeley, like each other and like their other-tn-¥aw 
that lives with them. All in all they are very likeable people, speak 
an excellent English and now are very content with this country. 


; He was born in the southern portion of China near the mae of Toy 
Sien. His father was a druggist in San Francisco but his mother, Piped 
making frequent trips to the United States, continved to live in China. 


. He went to grammar school, but never any higher in China. It 
takes considerable wealth on the part of the parents to allow the child- 
ren to attend High School, not only for the tuition but also from the 
lack of revenue resulting from them not working. 


Eleven years ago he and his brother came over to their father in 

i, San Francisco. They both started school and younger one finished the 

tenth grade. He got lonesome for home so he took the boat back to China, 

' he trip took 21 days, exactly the same time as it had takenseveral years 
_ hefore for the trip. After he spent a year in China he came back to San 
o Francesco ® 
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Born in(Delmatid $3 year go. His early education consisted 
of four years in grammar and then four years at the gymnasium. At 
the age of 15 he came to this country with an uncle who had been 
visiting his parents. His intention was to remain in this country 
one year. But when it came time for him to return, he preferred to 
remain in San Francisco, 


He did not receive any further education in San Francisco. He 
started work at the age of 16 and from that time to the present, he 
has done a great many Jobs, consisting of electdrtal work, odd jobs 
at building and restaurant work. 


The last he has followed more as he find it pays best. 

His family is all musical and himself also. His father was a 
well educated man, with an equivalent to the university, hough he 
showed no inclination toward arts or mechanics, oi 


The son-is the father of two children both married. His finan- 
cial condition since the dpression is definitely worse. 


Slavonian. Age 22. 
Parents..,veceased. 
Occupation... “ill hand. 
werried. has young child. 
Lives.,, fruitvele. 


Remarks ; 

This men is a lumber yard employee and for 2 long time 
has worked only off end ony-like you and tyne to the de- 
pression. He lives on smell rations ani he looks it. He 
seems ambitious enough, but hard luck hovers about him due 
to inability to obtain steady work. 

Y contacted him at the Fruitvale ted eae tolé me the 
only clothes he possessed were those on his peck and they 
were overalls. His manner of speech and appesrence would 


indicate that he was unfortunately of the poorer cless. 
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he in Dalmatia Goyyears ago. He attended school there for 
eight years,and then worked for a while. He came to America 
at the ace bf @ He first landed in Canada where he stayed 
several years. As conditions there were not to his liking, 
he decided California was the best place to come to,-whers 
le entered into the junk business. 


@ remained with this work up to two years ago and Mee carat 


of. i111 health, he had to give it Up. 


Since 1929 his financial condition has been very much for the 
worst, and he is at present living on his son-in-law's bounty. 


1 or mechanical ability 


“His father wae a merchant. He bdlieved that by coming to Calis 
ernia he could better his condition. 
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Mexico, but left there because of the frequent revol 
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ree portucuese 


. Cada, Leeper a ereieh lannavy on lower Tnbvoneity 


aoe born in the Basses Pyrennees 75 years ago and 483) 
; Beer he had a hard life there. He and his wife and family | 
Ps cayc chiléren run the laundry. , 

ie ‘He says that by doing hand work they can do a better 
Bus ah on women's dresses. Their business has been hard hit 
2 say the depression, many persons doing their laundry at home 
who used to send it to the laundry. 


TONING CALI Ai AN tpn th oe 


A Mexican woman running a store for \iexican products, 


describes manner of making torillas there. They put whole Joey 


Bn white corn in boiling lime water ($ cup lime to 2 gallons 
water). Corn is then ground while wet and reground in 

tee P'netate, It is then patted out and cooked over a grill. 

inmaking enchiladas, some use beans, some Mexican sausages, 


she says. 
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Born in Mexico 34 years ago. He had very little schooling and 
was enabled to come to this country by signing up with a railraod con¥ 
struction gang. For a while he worked for the Southern Pacific Co, in 
the southern part of California, 


Thru friends he secured work in Oakland with the California Cotton 
Mills where he works on the machinery as a helper, -He came to this 
country when he was 21, 


He is a fairly good mechanic and wants to secure more schooling, He 
is unmarried, 


Since 1929 he has managed to keep working and has been able to save 
considerable money, since coming to California, 


His father was a small store keeper. He came to th ted States 
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Born in Portugal 48 years ago. He had 6 years of schooling, then 
worked for his father on a ranch and came to this country at the age of 
18. He worked for about three years in the mills in Massachusetts, Then 
came to California, Since coming here he has worked mostly as a laborer, 
although for the last few years, he has found little or no work, At 
present he is on relief, 


He has no musical or cultural talent. His father was a rancher, He 
is married and the father of two children, 


He came to this country hoping to better his condition, 


-- Portuguese 


J Reason for leaving rative country--In Portugal only able to maintain 
_ & bare existence, no possible future there. 


Reaction to America and the depression—-Conditions at there worst in 
the United States are better than conditions at any time in Portugal. 


af oe Cum anally ped 


Reaction to America-—-Stated that conditions in the United States so 
superior to those in Italy that there can be no comparison made. 
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Thay (IX ) gully 26th, 1954, 

interviewed a native. of Portugal in regards to his former home coriditions 
and manner of living; from what I could accertain, he stated that the conditions 
in his former home, that he was only able to make a bare existence and that there 
was no future for him there; that the conditions at their best, was not to be 


compared to the conditions at their worst, or to that effect. 
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An Italian , a man of quite a large family, practically quoted almost the 
same as above, that the conditions in this country were so much better than in the 
aia countryg that there was no comparison, that he could look for ward to the time 
when his children would be real Americans and free,instead of being practically 


beasts of the fields 


de A. Gresre 


fet onaliyed 


nee aes Gira az ee Eiree rene Tank een foe oes 


nie 


Ma ea ay Fe Bovpos PLO SEC ue? we oe nt nae SLOUEM PROT Ge pr 2s 


aR aed oe nats ade Howey Coe ane SE SU CO eis Pe Ca EE ORL At BES a 


Dee gas ey cia 0" dee OLN AS SO ower EME Oa 5 BA 


oN 


TO MOULE TE AS, 


seek 


1 
¥ 
. 4 
i 2 4 
. ‘ 
- » 
ae 
ee 
ms 
& ee 
¢ 
Bs ; = 
veg, hx , * 


ee 


: 
ty 


mee 


ae 
* 
4 


peak = 


7 
pee —_ “Tae 7 © ae. 1” 
7 ors 


a 


: hag vite re &w ith Sasa slaclesalat? abe. 
ga rd nt Ustad Irons Sn Qanwen lel eeely bs ae As 7 


Sieeres 2) Youd Tyee he JAN TS er parte tonenty = 


Cixum Amo To) KYU SHU 


ok ytorie Wd Oh dna tien rele, or Onnwrresn Soe Leave yearn , i 


ye Mayors, VAee pre ry Hae aren chiawang Card peer clas 2 
f 4 2 hom ud by AMS, oes dwd UPtey dua) ee DKA rasan diy a Mat. 
pests th wht Lanbueunay, Ruining Unis ore eon yee 


pis wo... 4 by rm “ae Aubry « Wank anal s +S mag POR whe \ aon Sof DLP ain 


7: tw ahromsy foto howhis vrs Ah pens a fe My? § vend, eae oe 
Ly, getting Qary Jt werkt ntave 9 p hve sed ha Sy as aw ee Oe 
eA LATE rowed Palo ke ae ie S rply Wwe Eee edoily Arta 


rr wn 1 Hod Mae cheat 


dette, ee ee AVS Wr aw edt, 

wy eo and rt) Soyer Donnrine seth 

om nae nh, Mar Dwrrennin OD Wea Vareubir abla numb niet 

days go bo ate Sh, dint wh “ stern Aeeae AL op soi 
eA ay haa eestactacl Wa wiry Atul , any ow Wl ow apne full. | 
rf downass and outs and dubbed Raw wala, Duwated TT te 
= Aone ou. \ dx, were benno arceuponin) bu Fund ty pe * oe 
ioe ous bape Angee iw Sante ete a Lott wartlAned| if 

[ae : nevoltier whwr did anol wefiraes ee | 


” Wis SPD ise a » 
S » ’ 


r “p> * 


pki age nae an Wr we vente os ose ea 


es ve " 
is ee 


Wf LA cules nainoe ts hut baton calld Option tonal 4 
ahs Ya mena balan tthe Uae ture pce calla, Ai Ty = ue 
Mas toed Unig ins awh ew, Hoard uid ml prurient, ay he 
aes nA a he doth, Dania bres Mat, cfiutte ure ao 
my Vial, ne byes anh droltnad doudid le ees 
ORs ace oft ee sue Pu full wa me 
iP wria mt Cablih Wy ee yl ures Nand (ay FL aerial 
a 1. =e NM. Poe Brook Uns Tous want-tten wh 4 ct rah line CAS 
woh & only nlom, poy oly Liss an Mar 6 AA ha 
| han par CW pn neni vy POA IN eich Wty MUL Mouth 
Ff be hoge Qowty nok Sry Mus sueeew, mo Top ier 
bate eR OT Bk wader MOA Bartncriinn Vw i Cah: sae ee 
bis) wien Amn vs alurty nid avd wing to ona aan WV 
a Qoob eG NG CD Oe val eatthey pene Aan WL been, Wa bee’ Trend trl | 
tov ists 1 Pus 3 ap Onna ye m3 do osm i CON oy 9 Teahpdy | 
Nae, ae tia ene Cerra bn , 
ai | pres nh bay He pat ait dy eau wh elie whe ph awh | 
DR mancAn LA Arrow pruer dnollny pu hy Walrwor/, Wr . 
3 ay amea\ rath AWhen TWN HAAR A toe 
fe .” eee cd nly AR randy why ee 
te pues Aagtnet po ent Arts Hrs pus patty Loe rid 
ri wD) dyidinek wing Vet plied 1s Lic atid Cw a | 
AMES aie att dbase acl (yimerny nt 


niente UW ete darth dey nile dr nV 


af vs ee toy 
Tear Joh nae ell 


Page twOe 


—pook wap hailed far and wide proving that any dope addict could cure himself 


by will power.However,After this book was internationally celebrated and the 


reviews and blurbs printed far and wide and Jack Black had become famous he 
reverted to the habit.And then he killed himself.During his last days Carl 
nursed and took care of him. 

Carl had saved some money and now purchased a small ranch in CGolma.Here 
he and his wife lived in ample security.They raised vegetables,had a cow, 
chickens,a goat,and he continued working as a waiter.Then came prohibition. 
Secure,about a mile from the highway Carl began bootlegging.He bought a small 
“still downtown and started to make whiskey.He had a large clientele downtown 
of waiters and people who ate in the restaurants where he worked.So presently 
he purchased the ranch next to his and an automobile.He had only had the car 
a short while when he ran into a telephone pole and wrecked it.So he bought 
no more cars.He began drinking too much and lost his job downtown.Then his 
wife became ill and died.This had a terrific effect upon him and he went to 
pieces.He lost all his property and was put in a sanatorium.After he was re- 
leased he obtained work as a waiter and cook on one of the S.P. Ferry boats. 
He worked at this for about a year or two.Later he obtained a job as a deck- 
hand on the Golden Gate Ferry.He worked here for several years and in an acc- 
ident broke a foot.This unfitted him for this work and since it was claimed 
the accident was due to his own negligence he received no compensation.[It was 
not long before what little money he had was gone.eAnd his pride prevented hin 
from going to friends for aid.So he began selling papers for a living and mo- 
ved to a cheap flop house on Thiré street.His only escape from the harshness 
of his existence now is drink,and he drinks considerably.He is 635 years old, 


and while he has had as good an education as any man,he believes that most of 


the troubles in the world are caused by Jews.He is thouroughly acquainted 
with socialism but has the futilitarianism attitude toward social justice.He 
is an old man therefore there is nothing he can do about anything.He holds a 
fellow news vendor on his corner in contempt because this fellow is one of 
the Examiner crowd of vigilantes and boasts about wrecking Communist headgu- 
arters.The flop house where he lives is owned by a wealthy man who lives in 
the Fairmount Hotel.There are several hundred filthy stalls called rooms. The 
owner never visits the place but has the manager bring him the rents each 
weekeAll the men who live here are 60 or over waiting for death.T,is is one 
of the homes Merriem will protect from the whiskered mob in the billboards. 
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